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Charles Leclerc Takes Pole Position at the Mexico City GP for Ferrari

· The Ferrari duo secured the first row of the starting grid for the Mexico City GP, followed by Verstappen in third. Sergio Pérez will start from fifth position.
· On Saturday, a crowd of 141,673 fans convened at the Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez.

Mexico City, 28 October 2023.- Charles Leclerc found stunning pace in the final few minutes of a hectic qualifying session to take pole position as Ferrari locked out the front row at the Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez ahead of Sunday’s 2023 Formula 1 Mexico City Grand Prix Presented by Heineken. The fans responded with great enthusiasm from the grandstand, where a total of 141,673 people gathered at the Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez.

The Prancing Horses set aside a weekend of struggles to claim their first Mexican pole since 2019 as Leclerc set a best lap of 1 minute 17.233 seconds, an average speed of 200.793 km/h, to be over half a second faster than last year’s Mexico pole-winning time.

‘To be honest, I didn’t expect to be on pole,’ said the 26-year-old Monaco driver. ‘But for some reason when we put everything together, it went well. I’m not sure it’s enough to win tomorrow’s race but we will try everything in our hands to get it.’ 

Max Verstappen had said after Friday’s practice that it was going to be ‘incredibly close’ over one lap in qualifying – and the World Champion was correct. Sainz ended up just 0.067 of a second behind his teammate. ‘The first lap I put together all weekend was in Q3!’ beamed the Spaniard. ‘But it puts us in a good position for tomorrow – having two cars at the front is a good advantage.’
 
Verstappen was only three-hundredths behind the Ferraris as he provisionally took third – the Red Bull star is one of several drivers awaiting decisions from the race stewards. Super-fast on track, he was super-slow in pit lane, appearing for the second time this season to hold up a queue of cars anxious to return to the action. But he remained upbeat about his chances: ‘Of course, I would have liked to start first,’ he said, ‘but we’re still close and it’s a very long race. And we’ll have a good slipstream to Turn 1...’.

Daniel Ricciardo roared back to form with fourth place for AlphaTauri, relegating local hero Sergio Pérez in the Red Bull to fifth, where he will start alongside the Mercedes of Lewis Hamilton. Oscar Piastri is the lone McLaren to figure, ahead of George Russell in the second Mercedes with the surprise outliers, the Alfa Romeos of Valtteri Bottas and Zhou Guanyu, rounding out the top 10.

The first shock of a dramatic qualifying hour came when Lando Norris’s McLaren was eliminated in a very untidy 18-minute Q1 segment. Norris, seen as a contender for pole, fell victim to traffic and to a yellow flag caused by Fernando Alonso’s Aston Martin spinning at the very end of the segment. ‘I just made some mistakes when I was given the opportunity,’ admitted Norris. ‘I had one lap, and I didn’t do it.’

Also out in Q1 were Logan Sargeant in the Williams, Lance Stroll’s Aston Martin, Kevin Magnussen in the Haas, and the Alpine of Esteban Ocon.

Just when it seemed that Alex Albon had shaken off a dramatic loss of pace to reach Q3, the Thai driver had his best Q2 time deleted for exceeding track limits. It was the logical end to a dismal session for the Williams man. ‘Guys, the tires are gone, it’s a completely different car, he complained in Q1’. In Q2 he added, ‘There’s no way, there’s damage or something’ as he struggled to replicate the speed that had seen him finish second in both FP1 and FP3.

The others to fallout in Q2 were Pierre Gasly in the Alpine, Aston Martin’s Alonso, Haas driver Nico Hülkenberg, and Yuki Tsunoda, who will start the race from the back because of having several elements on his AlphaTauri changed this weekend. 

Verstappen had already completed a clean sweep of the practice sessions when he set a best time of 1:17.887 in FP3, half a second quicker than the previous year’s corresponding session. The 60-minute session was highlighted by incidents that wrecked the fastest laps of both Ferrari drivers. Leclerc came across Kevin Magnussen’s Haas at high speed just as the Dane was in radio contact with his pit wall and did not see him coming, while Sainz pitched the #55 Ferrari into a 360-degree spin to avoid the slow-moving Aston Martin of Lance Stroll. ‘These guys,’ sighed the Spaniard, ‘honestly, these guys…’ But the scarlet cars had their revenge in the end.

In the Super Copa’s Gran Turismo Mexico (GTM) category, Gerardo Nieto dominated the field and secured pole position in the morning and claimed victory in the afternoon. By the end of the 17-lap race, Nieto was 11.2 seconds ahead of Pablo Pérez de Lara. Third across the line was Axel Matus, 11.9 seconds behind the winner.

The day’s activities ended with the first of two Formula 4 NACAM races scheduled for this weekend.

On Sunday, 29 October, the 2023 Formula 1 Mexico City Grand Prix Presented by Heineken will be contested, with Ferrari seeking its second win of the season in a year in which Red Bull has been dominant, taking 17 victories in 18 races.
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Acerca del FORMULA 1 GRAN PREMIO DE LA CIUDAD DE MÉXICO Presentado por Heineken:
Históricamente premiado como el “Mejor Evento del Año” durante las cinco carreras consecutivas (2015 a 2019), el FORMULA 1 GRAN PREMIO DE LA CIUDAD DE MÉXICO Presentado por Heineken ha demostrado ser mucho más que un evento deportivo, se trata de una incomparable plataforma de promoción que comparte con el mundo las riquezas culturales y turísticas de la Ciudad de México.

Para mayor información del FORMULA 1 GRAN PREMIO DE LA CIUDAD DE MÉXICO Presentado por Heineken visita: http://www.mexicogp.mx/
 
Acerca de Formula 1®:
La historia de Formula 1® comenzó en 1950 y es la competencia de automovilismo más prestigiosa del mundo, así como la serie deportiva anual más popular del mundo. Formula One World Championship Limited es parte de Formula 1 y posee los derechos comerciales exclusivos del FIA Formula One World Championship™.
 
Formula 1 es una subsidiaria de Liberty Media Corporation (NASDAQ: LSXMA, LSXMB, LSXMK, BATRA, BATRK, FWONA, FWONK) atribuida a las acciones del Formula One Group.
 
El logo de F1 FORMULA 1, FORMULA 1, F1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND PRIX, PADDOCK CLUB y las marcas relacionadas son marcas registradas de Formula One Licensing BV, una compañía de Formula 1. Todos los derechos reservados.
Para mayor información acerca de Formula 1® visita: www.formula1.com
 
Acerca de CIE:
Con sus orígenes en 1990, Corporación Interamericana de Entretenimiento (“CIE”) (BMV: CIE) es un destacado participante en la industria del entretenimiento fuera de casa en América Latina y ha contribuido en hacer de México un destino de clase mundial en la materia.  

La compañía promueve y comercializa el FORMULA 1 GRAN PREMIO DE LA CIUDAD DE MÉXICO, produce eventos para el sector público y opera el parque de diversiones El Salitre Mágico en Colombia.

A través de su asociación estratégica con Live Nation en OCESA, produce y promociona conciertos, festivales de música, producciones teatrales tipo Broadway y de contenido urbano, eventos deportivos, familiares y corporativos. Representa talento artístico, comercializa derechos y patrocinios publicitarios, opera inmuebles de entretenimiento, el centro de exposiciones, congresos y convenciones Citibanamex, realiza venta de boletos a través de sus plataformas Ticketmaster y Eticket y ofrece servicios digitales de marketing y publicidad.
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